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Admiral Ikoli: Police to aﬁélyéibiﬁol; bullets

® He was assassinated by insider —ljaw group

Juliana Francis and
Taiwo Jimoh
lice in Lagos are
taking steps to un-
ravel the puzzles
surrounding the death
of the Fleet Commander,
Western Naval Command,
Apapa, Rear Admiral Tei-
kumo Daniel Ikoli.
Tkoli was found shot
dead in his apartment at
Tamandu Barracks, Apa-

pa, Lagos on Wednesday |

morning.

It was learnt that Ikoli
wasamember of the Presi-
dential Committee on the
probe of arms deal.

The police, it was learnt,
would carry out a forensic
analysis of the recovered
pistol and bullets found in
Ikoli’s apartment.

A police source said the
police needed tomake sure
that the bullets were from
the pistol.

“The man who found
the Admiral and raised
thealarm had been invited
and quizzed,” said the po-
lice source.

Meanwhile, the Ijaw
Peoples Development Ini-
tiative (IPDI) yesterday al-
leged that Ikoli was assas-
sinated by an insider.

But IPD], led by its Na-
tional President, Mr. Aus-
tin Ozobo, in a statement,
urged the Presidency; police

and Department of State
Services (DSS) to ensure a
thorough investigation of
the incident and solve the
puzzle. This was even as he
described the death of Tkoli
as mysterious.

Tkoli's death on Wednes-
day morning led to confu-
sion with some residents
inthe area where he resid-
ed claiming he shot him-
self, while others alleged
he was murdered.

His death has been de-
scribed asmysterious. The
Admiral was found witha
pistol lying on top of his
chest. He was alleged to
have been shot inside the
mouth.

A naval officer, who
worked with him, said:
“His wife is in Abuja and
hischildren school abroad.
His orderly and Naval As-
sistant (NA) usually leave

once he got home. The
bullet hit him in the chest.
‘Three bullets were seen in
his room. No one can re-
ally tell what happened but
the position he was seen
suggests he might have
been scared of something
or someone.”

The Western Naval
Command Information
Officer, Lieutenant Com-
mander Chinwe Umar,
described the matter as
domestic accident, stress-
ing that police had been
invited and investigation
was ongoing.

According to Ozobo,
Tkoli, as ljaw man, was as-
sassinated.

He said: “Tkoli was as-
sassinated by enemies of
Tjaw nation, who did all
their best to stop him from
risingto the rank of Chief
of Naval Staff. We strongly
debunk the unfounded me-
dia report which claimed
that he shot himself in
his bedroom. Ikoli did
not shoot himself. He was
grudgingly assassinated
by an insider:

“It’s our candid demand
that Federal Government
of Nigeria through the
office of Chief of Naval
and Defence Staff should
thoroughly investigate the
circumstances leading to
the death of Rear Admiral
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John Chikezie

ife of former Pres-

ident Olusegun
Obasanjo, Mrs Taiwo
Obasanjo, has alleged
that certain persons had
been commissioned to
assassinate her follow-
ing a suit she filed a few
weeks ago to postpone
her son’s wedding.

In a petition to the La-
gos State Commissioner
of Police, Fatai Owoseni,
dated April 4, 2017, Taiwo
alleged that those assigned
tokill her include her own
brother, among others.

Obasanjo’s wife added
that three persons (names
withheld) perfected plans

to get the police to arrest
and detain her on trumped

informed that the three
persons mentioned above
have perfected their plans
toassassinate me because
requested the court toshift
the wedding date of my son
from the month of May to
June 2017.

“They also have a plan
to start smear campaign
on my person using vari-
ous media platforms.

My life in danger, Obasanjo's wife cries out

from the 10th to 14th May,
2017 and also to involve the
military police to achieve
their plans...

. “Their third plan is to

.
sandget"x;eanmtedand
detained by the police

para-
tion but a desperate at-
tempt to kill me...”

Seven die as boat capsizes in Rivers

Emmanuel Masha
PORT HARCOURT

even persons were

feared dead while oth-
ers were declared miss-
ing when a boat capsized
yesterday on Bonny wa-
terway in Bonny Local
Government Area of Riv-
ers State.

Reports say that the
boat was carrying passen-
gers from Port Harcourt,
the state capital, when the
accident occurred.

The state Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO),
Nnamdi Omoni, a Deputy

Superintendent of Police
(DSP), confirmed the in-
cident, but could not con-
firm the number of casu-
alties, saying that he did
not have the details.

Among those who lost
their lives, according to
sources, were four adults
and three children, but
the number of passen-
gers yet to be accounted
for is yet to be disclosed.

Sources, however, said
that rescue efforts com-
menced shortly after the
accident occurred.

A native of Bonny,
identified simply as An-
derson, who confirmed

the number of casual-
ties, has called on Feder-
al and state governments
to construct a bridge
linking Bonny and Bodo
city, to reduce accidents
and attacks on Bonny
waterway.

He said: “We believe
that if we have a bridge
linking Bonny and Bodo,
all the risks of boat mis-
hap, sea pirates’ attacks
and other criminal ac-
tivities will reduce.

“We are appealing to
Federal and state govern-
ments to construct the
bridge to reduce the risks
of travelling by sea.”
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PRESS RELEASE ON LATE SUBMISSION OF
2016 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Board of Directors and Management
of Standard Alliance Insurance Plc hereby
advises its esteemed shareholders and other
stakeholders with regret that it has been
unable to submit its 2016 audited financial
statements to the Nigeria Stock Exchange
(NSE) and Securities & Exchange Commission
(SEC) within the timeframe required by the
regulatory agencies.

This had been unanticipated a‘s the Company
had expected to finalize the alfdit and publish
its 2016 financial statements by March 31,2017,
The delay was as a result of the Company being
unable to conclude the audit of its Financial
Statements for the year ended 31 December
2016 due to its recent Merger with Standard
Alliance Life Assurance Limited‘.

More so, it is expected of the Company to
after the audit, file with its Primary Regulator,
National Insurance Commission (NAICOM) for
approval before submission to“The Exchange.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience
caused and are optimistic to submit the
Accounts to The Exchange 'as soon as it
is approved by the National Insurance
Commission on or before 10th} May, 2017.

This publication can also be found on the
company’s website: www.sainsuranceng.com
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